
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria. Virgintn 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



I ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | CONFIRMATION NO. 



09/872,139 



05/31/2001 



Monte J. Rhoads 



8791 7590 12/03/2003 

BLAKELY SOKOLOFF TAYLOR & ZAFMAN 
12400 WILSHIRE BOULEVARD, SEVENTH FLOOR 
LOS ANGELES, CA 90025 



42390? 11 046 



1934 



EXAMINER 



ANYASO, UCHENDUO 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2675 

DATE MAILED: 12/03/2003 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



w 


Application No. 




Applicant(s) 






09/872,139 




RHOADS, MONTE J. 


Examiner 

Uchendu 0 Anyaso 




Art Unit 

2675 
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Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent terni adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1 )M Responsive to comnnuniGation(s) filed on 26 November 2003 . 
2a)\3 This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is In condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) S Claim(s) 7-9. 13, 14 and 17-24 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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3.0 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



Claims 7-9, 13, 14 and 17-24 are pending in this action. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC ' 103 



2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 7-9, 13, 14 and 17-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
overhang (U.S. 6,522,530). 

Regarding independent claim 7, Bang teaches a rack mount device in the form of a 
computer system comprising a main body 10 having an enclosure as depicted by the body 10 
wherein the body 10 has a front portion with a user interface (see figure 2) and a monitor 14 that 
is capable of being both tilted (i.e., moved up and down), and swiveled (i.e., moved in a 
horizontal direction) with respect to the main body 10 in order to facilitate being viewed at 
multiple angles (column 2, lines 3-10, figures 1, 5-8 at 10, 14; column 3, lines 61-67, figures 3, 4 
at 10, 14). 

However, Bang does not teach expHcitly a ball and socket joint attached within the body. 
On the other hand. Bang teaches how a monitor bracket 47 has a coupling part 49 inserted into 
the bracket accommodating portion 24 to be coupled therewith so that the monitor bracket 47 
allows the monitor 14 to be tilted relative to the main body 10 (column 5, lines 1 1-22, figures 3, 
4 at 14, 24, 49,51-53). 
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Thus, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify Bang's 
bracket 47 to utilize a ball and socket configuration because the bracket 47 and coupling part 49 
perform similar functions to the ball and socket configuration. The motivation for doing so 
would have to facilitate the tilting of the monitor relative to the main body 10 (column 5, lines 
11-22, figures 3, 4 at 14, 24, 49, 51-53). 

Regarding independent claim 14, and for claims 19-21, Bang teaches a movable 
coupling within a rack mount appliance by teaching a monitor bracket 47 that includes a 
coupling part 49 in order to facilitate the monitor 14 to be tilted relative to the main body 10 
(column 5, lines 11-22, figures 3, 4 at 14, 47, 49). 

Furthermore, Bang teaches a rack mount device in the form of a computer system 
comprising a main body 10 having a monitor 14 capable of two degrees of freedom of position 
adjustment by being both tilted (i.e., moved up and down), and swiveled (i.e, moved in a 
horizontal direction) with respect to the main body 10 (column 2, lines 3-10, figures 1, 5-8 at 10, 
14; column 3, lines 61-67, figures 3, 4 at 10, 14). 

However, Bang does not teach explicitly a ball and socket joint attached within the body. 
On the other hand. Bang teaches how a monitor bracket 47 has a coupling part 49 inserted into 
the bracket accommodating portion 24 to be coupled therewith so that the monitor bracket 47 
allows the monitor 14 to be tilted relative to the main body 10 (column 5, lines 1 1-22, figures 3, 
4 at 14, 24, 49,51-53). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify Bang's 
bracket 47 to utilize a ball and socket configuration because the bracket 47 and coupling part 49 
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perform similar functions to the ball and socket configuration. The motivation for doing so 
would have to facilitate the tilting of the monitor relative to the main body 10 (column 5, lines 
11-22, figures 3, 4 at 14, 24, 49, 51-53). 

Regarding independent claim 18, and for claims 23 and 24, Bang teaches rack mount 
server in the form of a computer system comprising a main body 10 having a monitor 14 
adjustable viewing angles (column 2, lines 7-9, figures 6, 8). 

However, Bang does not teach explicitly a ball and socket joint attached within the body. 
On the other hand, Bang teaches how a monitor bracket 47 has a coupling part 49 inserted into 
the bracket accommodating portion 24 to be coupled therewith so that the monitor bracket 47 
allows the monitor 14 to be tilted relative to the main body 10 (column 5, lines 1 1-22, figures 3, 
4 at 14, 24, 49,51-53). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify Bang's 
bracket 47 to utilize a ball and socket configuration because the bracket 47 and coupling part 49 
perform similar functions to the ball and socket configuration. The motivation for doing so 
would have to facilitate the tilting of the monitor relative to the main body 10 (column 5, lines 
1 1-22, figures 3, 4 at 14, 24, 49, 51-53). 

Regarding claims 8 and 9, in further discussion of claim 7, Bang teaches the tiltably 
attached display 14 is coupled with a tilting member 20 that allows incremental adjustment of the 
display 14 (column 3, lines 61-67, figures 3, 4 at 10, 14, 20). 
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Regarding claim 13, 17 and 22 in further discussion of claims 7, 14 and 18, Bang teaches 
how the shaft 42 is secured in the shaft accommodating portion 44 of the rotatable bracket 33 by 
a set screw 43 wherein the shaft 42 is projected outside from both ends of the shaft 
accommodating portion 44 such that Monitor brackets 47 are respectively coupled to the 
opposite projected ends of the shaft 42 (column 5, Unes 4-10, figures 3, 4 at 33, 42-44, 47). 



4. AppHcanfs arguments filed October 24, 2003 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant amended his independent claims to include the feature of a ball and socket 
joint attached within an enclosure. Applicant then contends that Bang fails to teach this feature. 

Examiner disagrees with applicant's assertions. Although, Bang does not teach explicitly 
a ball and socket joint attached within the body, Bang teaches how a monitor bracket 47 has a 
coupling part 49 inserted into the bracket accommodating portion 24 to be coupled therewith so 
that the monitor bracket 47 allows the monitor 14 to be tilted relative to the main body 10 
(column 5, lines 1 1-22, figures 3, 4 at 14, 24, 49, 51-53). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify Bang's 
bracket 47 to utilize a ball and socket configuration because the bracket 47 and coupling part 49 
perform similar functions to the ball and socket configuration. The motivation for doing so 
would have to facilitate the tilting of the monitor relative to the main body 10 (column 5, Hnes 
11-22, figures 3, 4 at 14, 24, 49, 51-53). 

Hence, applicant's amendments and arguments are not persuasive. 



Response to Arguments 
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Contact Information 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Uchendu O. Anyaso whose telephone number is (703) 306-5934. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Steve 
Saras, can be reached at (703) 305-9720. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 



Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, Arlington, 
VA, Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Technology Center 2600 Customer Service Office whose telephone 
number is (703) 306-0377. 
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